
Series of Seminars on Contemporary Antisemitism in France in 2014/2015

The 2014/2015 series of seminars on contemporary antisemitism in France, organized by the 
Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy (ISGAP), United States, and the 
Groupe Sociétés, Religions, Laïcités (GSRL) / CNRS EPHE, Paris has initiated academic debates 
on antisemitism today and its diverse sources. 

We are especially grateful to Robert S. Wistrich, a renown historian of contemporary antisemitism.
When he suddenly passed away on May 19, 2015, we lost a true friend and an exceptional thinker. 
His fears about the growth of antisemitism, which were expressed during his remarks in the opening
session of our seminars, were confirmed in a most horrific way through the terrorist attacks in Paris 
in January. 

The success of our seminars was unexpected; the speakers and discussants treated timely subjects, 
and we had very high quality discussions with a large and engaged public. Given the serious need 
we have seen to understand the development and sources of antisemitism, our seminars will 
continue next year (Coordinators: Glen Feder, glen.feder@isgap.org and Paul Zawadzki, 
paul.zawadzki@orange.fr).

Please find below a summary of each seminar with a link to the video or additional documents. Also
included is a summary of some of the speakers presentations.

We had the privilege to cooperate with Akadem on the audio documentation of the seminars and we
thank Akadem for their precious and professional cooperation.

The inauguration of December 3, 2014, with the introduction of the directors of the two institutes, 
Philippe Portier (GSRL) and Charles Asher Small (ISGAP), was lead by the late Robert S. 
Wistrich, who was the keynote speaker and professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Director of the Vidal Sassoon International Center for the Study of Antisemitism (SICSA). His 
presentation on "Antisemitism and the Jews in France, 2014: the End of an Era" summarized a 
worrying situation, even before the attacks of January 2015. Many French Jews are questioning 
their future in France while antisemitic acts and words have multiplied and radicalized since the 
beginning of the century. Claudine Attias-Donfut,  from the Edgar Morin Centre and CNRS-
EHESS, was the discussant of the session and opened the debate by recalling distinctive events. She
put forward a number of necessary research questions that would help us to better understand the 
phenomenon of antisemitism in France today.
(Video Link)

Daniel Sibony, writer, psychoanalyst and university professor, lead a seminar on "The Antisemitic 
Enigma" on January 28, 2015, with Joëlle Allouche-Benayoun as discussant. It brought to light 
reelections on the psychological sources of hatred against the Jewish people, especially among 
Christians (and post-Christians), and Muslims.
(Video Link)

Shalem Coulibaly, Senior Research Fellow ISGAP, New York, spoke on February 4 on the topic 
"Headless Terrorism, Antisemitism, and Afro-Europeans". According to him, "ultra-Semitism" 
is an anti-Jewish theological-political continuum, having survived the centuries until the Nazi's final
solution, and is spreading under the ruse of ant-Zionism today. He inquired about the reasons why 
some black people embrace international terrorism, adopting the antisemitic language in the name 
of the Palestinian cause.

http://isgap.tv/2015/06/daniel-sibony-the-antisemitic-enigma/1794
http://isgap.tv/2014/12/paris-inaugural-seminar-3-dec-2014/1673
http://www.akadem.org/
http://www.akadem.org/


The seminar on "Antisemitism and Media", February 10, 2015, was led by Daniel Dayan, 
Institute Marcel Mauss, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales and Paul Zawadzki, 
University Paris I, GSRL, as discussant. Mechanisms within the media often lead to a presentation 
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict which can easily be interpreted as antisemitic.

Jean-Yves Camus and Lisa Sanchez's presentation, Institute of International and Strategic 
Relations (IRIS), 12 February, on "Antisemitism of the Militant Nebula Surrounding Dieudonné
M'Bala M'Bala and Alain Soral" with discussant Marc Hecker, IFRI highlighted the attraction of
radical antisemitic discourse for some "young people" and shed light on the “Dieudonné system”.

The subject "Antisemitism in the Suburbs and Popular Cities" was discussed by Didier 
Lapeyronnie, Paris-Sorbonne, CADIS (EHESS-CNRS) and Iannis Roder, the Holocaust 
Memorial, Stone Geyter College (Saint-Denis) Marie-Anne-Matard Bonucci, Professor at Paris 8 
and member of the Institut Universitaire de France as discussant, on March 5. The fact that there is 
an antisemitic norm among some groups or in some neighborhoods raises the question of liability: 
how can the individual escape this norm and what is his or her own responsibility?

Georges-Elia Sarfati, university professor at Paris-Sorbonne, commented on the developments of 
antisemitism in France, on March 6, with his talk titled "The New Antisemitism and the Rhythms 
of Information," discussed by Sophie Nordmann, GSRL, EPHE. An analysis of developments in 
several areas shows a radicalization and acceleration of antisemitism since the 1960s and in 
particular since 2000 from an antisemitic anti-Zionist discourse to murder and attempted pogroms.

Jacques Tarnero, researcher at the Cité des Sciences et de l'Industrie (Paris) and French filmmaker,
continued on March 19 on the topic "Compassion for the Jews to Israel's conviction" in 
discussion with Rita Hermon-Belot, EHESS, CEIFR. The 1960s (with the role of Charles de 
Gaulle and a change of France's geostrategy at that time) were central to changing the perception of 
Israel from admiration to hatred.

On March 26 we had two presentations on surveys on antisemitism in France. Nonna Mayer, 
EEC, Sciences Po, CNRS, presented her research findings and data published by the National 
Consultative Commission on Human Rights for several years under the title "Continuity and 
Changes of Prejudices Against Jews in France." Dominique Reynié, Fondapol, Sciences Po, 
presented the results and motivations for his survey of "Antisemitism in French Public Opinion." 
Martine Cohen, GSRL / CNRS, was the discussant. In the controversial discussion on the 
approaches of the two different surveys, the speakers agreed that more representative surveys are 
needed to better understand the sources and manifestations of antisemitism today.

Gunther Jikeli, MMZ, GSRL, ISGAP, presented on April 13, with Steven Uran, EMC, Research 
Fellow, CESTA, Stanford University, as discussant, the results of a sociological study on 
"Antisemitism Among Young Muslims." His study analyses current manifestations and various 
sources of antisemitism (and of anti-antisemitism) as well as an antisemitic norm of antisemitism 
among a minority of young Muslims.



The conference with Ilan Greilsammer, Professor of Political Science, Director of the Institute of 
European Studies, Bar-Ilan University, Israel, May 20, with Philippe Portier, director GSRL, 
EPHE, as discussant, was entitled "Zionism, anti-Zionism, Post-Zionism, Antisemitism: to End 
the Semantic Confusions in the French Debate. " The history of Zionism shows that the concept 
of "anti-Zionism" makes little sense, especially after the establishment of the State of Israel, if it is 
not to voice an antisemitic ideology. Nevertheless, part of the discussion revolved around the 
distinction between anti-Zionism and antisemitism, but also on issues of Israeli society and the 
perception of its identity and that of the Jewish people.

The final session was led by Paul Zawadzki, University Paris I, GSRL, May 26, 2015 with a talk 
on "The Leap of Faith. From Empty to Full: Dimensions of Contemporary Fanatical Beliefs" 
with Gérard Rabinovitch, European Institute Emmanuel Levinas, CNRS, University of Paris VII 
Denis Diderot. The presentations and discussions were extremely rich and pointed us towards 
potential research directions in order to better understand the developments of radical antisemitism 
and anti-democratic elements in modernity.

Gunther Jikeli, University of Potsdam, and associate member of ISGAP and GSRL, coordinated 
and prepared the 2014/15 seminar series in cooperation with Joëlle Allouche-Benayoun, Claudine 
Attias-Donfut, Glen Feder, Charles Asher Small and Paul Zawadzki. We thank ISGAP and 
GSRL for their support in this extraordinary cooperation.




